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Restarting On-Premises Research, Scholarly and Creative Activities at Western 
 
On May 1, the Governor announced an extension of the “Stay Home Stay Healthy” directive through May 
31, along with a 4-phased process to reopen the State.  Research, scholarship and creative activities 
(“research”) are core missions of the University and can help contribute solutions to some of the 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 virus while speeding recovery after the pandemic.  Over the coming 
months Western’s research programs will begin ramping up again as phased restrictions are gradually 
lifted.  Stringent requirements will remain in place to ensure workplace safety, and changes will happen 
cautiously and gradually.  We will continue to monitor public health guidance closely and, should 
conditions require it, research activities will be scaled back down. 
 
Through June 14th Western will continue to operate under current guidelines.  During this period, a 
limited range of on-premises research activities may occur on Western’s Bellingham campus, upon 
approval of custom hygiene, safety and access plans within the context of this decision tree.  On-premises 
research activities at Western’s other locations follows guidance from our host institutions. 
 
After June 14th, as Washington State transitions to later stages of the Governor’s “Safe Start” plan, the 
University will begin moving to a broader phased approach that will apply to all areas of research, 
scholarship and creative activities, inclusive of activities beyond the narrow scope currently 
allowed.  This approach will guide which researchers may return to worksites and under what conditions 
they may return.  It will also align with the Governor’s 4-phase approach, and the University’s broader 
planning. 
 
Within the ICS structure a group is developing a toolkit to assist researchers and programs in developing 
transition plans for a gradual resumption of on-premises research activities.  We hope to have this toolkit 
ready near the end of this month.  The aim is to provide guidance to researchers and programs on how to 
prioritize resumption of activities, resources for creating plans to ensuring a safe working environment for 
both researchers and support staff, and approval processes.  It is a complex task with numerous 
intersecting pieces.  
 
An important question at this stage is what to expect for summer.  Although many aspects cannot be 
known with certainty at this point, broadly speaking, we expect that once we enter Phase 2 of the 
Governor’s plan and after June 14th a wider range of on-premises activities will begin to become 
possible.  Social distancing and other prophylactic measures will continue to be required, limiting the 
number of individuals who can occupy a given space, and requiring other restrictions.  Daily health 
screenings, reporting of suspected COVID-19 exposure, self-quarantine requirements and PPE such as 
face coverings may be required in some circumstances.  These limitations may require extending work 
hours to accommodate occupancy limits and prioritizing of activities.  Significant limitations on human 
subjects research are likely to remain in place During Phase 2.  We do not yet know about fieldwork or 
research-related travel.  As is currently the case, in Phase 2, core facilities such as Scientific Technical 
Services as well as centralized support groups such as Environmental Health and Safety, Research and 
Sponsored Programs, Public Safety and Custodial Services will continue to support approved activities, 
though certain services may remain limited.  Most buildings on Western’s Bellingham campus are 
expected to remain locked.  In Phase 2, many researchers who can work remotely should plan to continue 
to do so.  No one can be pressured to carry out on-site research if they are concerned about their safety, 
the safety of others, or if they have home-care obligations. Your HR representative can help you with any 
difficult situations in that regard.   
 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattletimes.com%2Fseattle-news%2Fpolitics%2Finslee-announces-extended-stay-home-order-outlines-plan-to-reopen-washington-in-phases%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cdpatrick%40wwu.edu%7Cb72949a2a5da4631f9a208d7fc1afa77%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C637255065119484139&sdata=Jh2qSWwhesl8rIma3kxNkS07jWXRJ8d00tSZitCwHdk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattletimes.com%2Fseattle-news%2Fpolitics%2Finslee-announces-extended-stay-home-order-outlines-plan-to-reopen-washington-in-phases%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cdpatrick%40wwu.edu%7Cb72949a2a5da4631f9a208d7fc1afa77%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C637255065119484139&sdata=Jh2qSWwhesl8rIma3kxNkS07jWXRJ8d00tSZitCwHdk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.wa.gov%2Fwhat-you-need-know%2Fwhats-open-and-closed&data=02%7C01%7Cdpatrick%40wwu.edu%7Cb72949a2a5da4631f9a208d7fc1afa77%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C637255065119494136&sdata=ZSd2zAhr7u4Xap9IcMgqgyt65Qm86dsOAxkI%2BVgXioE%3D&reserved=0
https://rsp.wwu.edu/files/2020-04/Guidance%20for%20Research%20Exemptions.pdf
https://rsp.wwu.edu/files/2020-04/Application%20Form_0.docx
https://rsp.wwu.edu/files/2020-03/Allowable%20Research%20Decision%20Tree.pdf
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.wa.gov%2Fwhat-you-need-know%2Fwhats-open-and-closed&data=02%7C01%7Cdpatrick%40wwu.edu%7Cb72949a2a5da4631f9a208d7fc1afa77%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C637255065119494136&sdata=ZSd2zAhr7u4Xap9IcMgqgyt65Qm86dsOAxkI%2BVgXioE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wwu.edu/compliance/covid.shtml


As the University begins planning for a gradual resumption of on-premises research, scholarly and 
creative activities, health and safety concerns will remain paramount.  We will continue working to 
provide as much guidance and support as possible to aid researchers and programs in their planning, with 
more specific guidance expected near the end of the month. 
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