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INVENTION DISCLOSURE FORM

The business of a university is the gathering and dissemination of knowledge. Making an invention and putting it to use in the service of the public is a thoroughly valid mode of accomplishing this objective. 

Accordingly, the University encourages the inventive process; and within the limits of financial practicality, can often provide advice and assistance in bringing inventions to the point of public use.

In the sense used here, an "invention" has a presumed commercial use and value. From this, certain caveats follow as a consequence.


1.
Disclose first, publish later.


Disclosing your invention by no means prescribes publications; on the other hand, premature publication can have disastrous consequences, both legal and tactical, upon an effort to commercialize it.


2.
Disclose as soon as the invention is clearly conceptualized, and no later.


It is not necessary to wait until the invention is reduced to practice, nor is it wise.


3.
Leave procedural questions to the specialists.


For example, federal funding does not, usually, impede commercialization. For another example, what constitutes a patentable invention is sometimes a complex legal question. 


If you think you have made an invention, but you are not sure, then say so in your disclosure. We will find out for you. Similarly, if you think, but you are uncertain, that your invention has a commercial merit, say so. Perhaps we can encourage you, or alternatively, save you a lot of wasted effort.

This form is offered as a guide to assist in the invention disclosure procedure as required by the University's Patent and Copyright Policy. Once the form is completed, it should be sent to Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, Mail Stop 9038.

1.
Inventor(s).  Name, title, mail stop, and telephone number:










2.
Title of the Invention.













3.
Background.


In order for patent counsel to determine the patentability of this invention, it will be necessary to compare it to existing technology (referred to as "prior art"). This section should provide information to aid in the evaluation.



If you can, please identify references to the prior art by patent number or journal article identification.















What is the deficiency in the prior art which your invention improves upon, or the limitation which it extends?














4.
Description of the Invention.


Please describe specifically what you consider to be the invention, as distinct from the prior art. If you need them, use additional pages, drawings, diagrams, etc. Descriptions may be by references to a separate document (copy of a report, a preprint, excerpt from a grant application, or the like) attached hereto. If you do so, please identify each document positively. Each separate page should be signed, dated, and witnessed. 





















































5.
Does there exist an earlier, dated record of the invention's conception--a sketch, report, laboratory notebook entry, or the like--which: a.) describes your invention, and b.) can be independently corroborated? If so, what is it, and where is it? (Note: This can be important in asserting and defending the claim to patent.)











6a.
What do you see as the commercial use of your invention?











6b.
What firms do you think may be, or are, interested in it; and why?











7.
Being for the moment a Devil's Advocate, what do you see as the greatest impediment to the adoption of your invention?








8.
Is further development of your invention now in progress? Scheduled? Dependent on commercial or federal sponsorship?











9a.
Has any aspect of this invention been published, been presented at a scientific meeting, or otherwise disseminated?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO


If yes, please identify and list dates. (Dates are important. If published, list the date they are recorded on microfilm or in a library.)











9b.
Are there any plans to publish or otherwise disseminate any aspect of this invention in the future?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO


If yes, please identify and list dates.    











NOTE:  If the invention has not yet been published or otherwise disseminated, RSP should be notified immediately of any releases contemplated in the future.


10a.
Were external funds used in making the invention?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO


If yes, identify the source of funds (agency, agency number, university account number).









NOTE:  Since most sponsors require notification when a disclosure has been made (usually within two months of date of disclosure to the University), it is important that the information above be detailed and accurate. RSP will be responsible for making the disclosure to the sponsor.


10b.
If answer to 10a. is no, were university funds used?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO


Please identify.  






